                        UPTON PYNE AND COWLEY PARISH COUNCIL

                 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY THE 12th MAY 2026 AT 7.30 PM AT THE VILLAGE HALL. 
Website address: www.uptonpyne-pc.org.uk 

Present                                                                        In attendance
Cllr B Short                                                                 Mrs Ward   Clerk 
Cllr S Ward                                                                 Fabian King: Footpath Warden                                                                                                                   
Cllr A Cullen                                                               
Cllr M Hewlett
Cllr R Bramston 
Cllr A Wright
Cllr L Russell-Smith     
	
Election of Chair: the Clerk to ask for nominations.
· Cllr R Short was elected as Chair for another year. 
· Declaration of Acceptance of Office form completed and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

All present Parish Council members agreed to maintain their positions and responsibilities for the following 12 months.  NB: Cllr S Ward had given notice of resignation at the meeting in April. This will be her last meeting of the Parish Council.


Open Forum.
· Speke-Up notes: the Clerk to write up.
· Two additions under Finance:
· Increase in the Clerk’s salary and reimburse the Chair.
Agenda.

25/26 To receive apologies for absence: none received.

26/26 Minutes:   to approve or amend the minutes of the meeting held on the 14th April 2026. Proposed and seconded to approve and signed by the Chair.

27/26 Declarations of interests: To be taken as identified.
· It was suggested that the Parish Council Standing Orders be checked for the election of a chairman outside of the village e.g. in the Ward of Cowley: is this permitted? Or to be edited for the purposes of this Parish Council. This to be looked at in due course for the election of Chairman next year.

28/26 Police Report: February 2026: 1x crime reported of ‘other theft ‘in Upton Pyne. 
March: 2 x crimes reported of ‘other theft’ and violence and sexual offences in Upton Pyne.
Cowley: 2 crimes: January: 1x ‘other theft and 1x of burglary.
February:2 crimes:1x ‘other theft and 1x of burglary.
March: 2 crimes: January: 1x ‘other theft and 1x of burglary.

		

29/26 Report by East Devon District Councillor F. King:   report sent to all. 

30/26 Devon County Councillor: Cllr H Gent:    report sent to all.
31/26 Updates on Councillors’ Responsibilities. 
Footpath:  Cllr F King has widened the path at Lakes Down. Two kissing gates are in place.
32/26 Finance: To sanction payment of accounts:
8. Finance: To sanction payment of accounts as follows: 
a. Clerk’s wages: for May 2026: £390.72  plus Home Allowance of £40=£430.72. Extra Hours: UPPC meeting: 2.5 hours and 1 hour for travel to notice boards = 3.5 hours and 3 hours to finalise the Audit with the Internal Auditor = £79.37 = total of £510.09. Proposed and seconded to approve. NB: Increase in the Clerk’s salary: the hourly rate has been underpaid according to the salary scales from NALC: LC1 (substantive benchmark range) SCP 7 to 9. The hourly rate had been £12.21 and from April 2024 to March 2025 should have been £13.69 an increase of £1.48 per hour and from April 2025 to March 2026 = £14.13 an increase of £1.92 per hour. Backpay = total of £1,305.60. It was proposed and seconded to approve this payment. NB: a further annual increase from April 2026 to be calculated in due course for the salaries of April and May 2026. The Clerk will advise all Councillors once this has been calculated.
b. Training Courses: for councillors and Clerk.
c. Clerk’s Travel expenses: 4 x trips, @ 45p per mile (8 mile round trip) = £14.40. Proposed and seconded to approve.
d. Audit: this has been checked and completed by the Internal Auditor and accounts are correct and balanced. The Parish Council to check and complete Section 1 (d1) and the Chair and the Clerk to date and sign the Accounting statements (d2) and the Annual Governance statement. The Clerk to publish on the website and post up on the notice boards, together with the Public Rights Notice. Proposed and seconded to approve. Both forms checked and signed by the Clerk and the Chair. 
The Exempt Certificate has been corrected as the final balance for the PC gross annual income did not include the 31st March interest for the three reserve accounts. The bank had not sent an update at the time of the April meeting.  This has been corrected.  The Chair and the Clerk to date and sign and the Clerk will re-send to the External Auditor explaining the reason for the correction. Proposed and seconded to approve. The Clerk to publish all sections on the website and post up on the notice boards, together with the Public Rights Notice. 
e. Community First Insurance: £221.58. Invoice supplied. Proposed and seconded to approve.
f.  Gift to Internal Auditor: reimburse the Clerk £41.75. Receipt supplied. Proposed and seconded to approve.
g. Reimburse the Chair: £6.99 for bin bags at Mole Avon.  Receipt supplied.
33/26 Planning:  none received.
· Any other planning issues: received after Agenda posted. None received.

34/26 Highways: temporary road closures: Ref: TTRO2669496 and Ref: TTRO2669570. The Clerk sent to Councillors. 

35/26 Draft of Welcome letters: completed by Cllr Ward sent to all Councillors. To discuss the draft. The Chair will investigate this and organize accordingly.

36/26 Communications/e: mails received for action: 
The Clerk made available all communications received.

37/26 Feedback on last month’s circulations and items for future agendas. 
· Playground: Cllr Bramston asked if the sale of EDDC land in this area could be considered as a purchase by the Parish Council. All agreed and Cllr F King will make enquiries.

Please submit any items for the next Agenda to the Clerk within the next 7 days. 
 Dates of the next meetings:  8th September 2026.

The meeting was closed at 8.10pm. 
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