     Draft              UPTON PYNE AND COWLEY PARISH COUNCIL

                 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY THE 10th FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7.30 PM AT THE VILLAGE HALL. 
Website address: www.uptonpyne-pc.org.uk 

Present                                                                        In attendance
Cllr B Short                                                                 Mrs Ward   Clerk 
Cllr M Hewlett                                                            Cllr Fabian King: EDDC
Cllr T Wright
Cllr L Russel-Smith
Cllr R Bramston
                                                          

	Open Forum.
· Speke-Up notes: the Clerk to write up.
· . gov.uk email accounts: Cllrs Wright and Russell-Smith have not had emails updated; the Clerk will advise Senior.
· Next meeting: this will be April 14th not March 10th this was altered on the website. 
The Clerk to advise DCC Cllrs Gent and Vanstone. 
· EDDC: the Clerk said the reimbursement for the Gingko tree has not been received to date. She will contact them regarding this.
· Sandbags: the Chair will contact EDDC to order these.
Agenda.

1/26 To receive apologies for absence: Cllrs: Cormack, Ward, Leach, Cullen, Vanstone and Gent.

2/26 Minutes:   to approve or amend the minutes of the meeting held on the 10th November 2025. Proposed and seconded to approve and signed by the Chair. 

3/26 Declarations of interests: To be taken as identified.
· The Clerk will advise EDDC that Cllr Russell-Smith has taken up the role of Secretary to the Parochial Church Council.

4/26 Police Report: from October 2025: Cowley: 1 x theft and 1 x violence and sexual offenses in December. Upton Pyne:  1 x violence and sexual offenses in October. None reported for November.
		
5/26 Report by East Devon District Councillor F King: the Clerk sent the report to all.
Cllr King updated the Parish Council on the Local Government Reorganisation status. 
P3 funding update: the Clerk submitted an invoice in order that P3 funding of £130 be paid to the Parish Council’s account. This was submitted on the 21st January 2026.

6/26 Devon County Councillors N Vanstone and H Gent:  the Clerk sent their reports to all Councillors for February.





7/26 Updates on Councillors’ Responsibilities. 
[bookmark: _Hlk187848900]Footpath: update from Fabian King on the recent flood damage done to some footpaths, steps, and gates. He has also had finger posts installed for footpaths 4 and 8. He said there would be another P3 survey to complete.
Snow Warden: Cllr Bob Short has taken on this role.
Playground: Cllr Bramston spoke of various grants available to fund this project. The National Lottery has been approached and have asked for the Parish Council’s bank details which the Clerk will forward to Cllr Bramston. EDDC will match fund £15,000.
It was pointed out that DCC have funds available from their Locality Budget.
Cllr Bramston continues with this project to improve the playground and its equipment.
Emergency Plan: update from the Clerk. Work in progress.
8/26 Finance: To sanction payment of accounts:
a. Clerk’s wages: for February 2026: £390.72 plus Home Allowance of £40=£430.72. Extra Hours: UPPC meeting: 2.5 hours and 1 hours for travel to notice boards = 3.5 hours = £42.74 = £473.46 total. Proposed and seconded to approve.
b. Training Courses: for councillors and Clerk.
c. Clerk’s Travel expenses: 2x trips, @ 45p per mile (8-mile round trip) = £7.20. Proposed and seconded to approve.
d. Stationery: reimburse the Clerk £9.00. Receipt supplied. Proposed and seconded to approve.
e.  Upton Pyne Church: donation £500.00. To approve. Proposed and seconded to approve.
f. Quarterly Accounts to January: to check and approve. Sent to all. Proposed and seconded to approve.
g. January payments: 
Clerk’s salary and travel December 2025 and January 2026 = £861.44 Approved by Councillors via email.
The Causeway: payment to John Howells: £160.00. Approved by Councillors via email. 
h. Cllr Cormack: invoice for grit ordered? Not required as the grit was provided free of charge.

9/26 Planning:  
· Any other planning issues: received after Agenda posted. None received.

10/26 Highways Notice: regarding road closures. Sent to all. Please to note dates and diverted routes. Work will take place on the A377 at Cowley Bridge. The dates are from March 10th to March 24th and will take place from 20.00 to 0600. This is to enable RESURFACING of the road from Cowley Bridge to just north of the entrance to St Andrews Road. The Highways reference for these works is: TTRO2666823.

11/26 Communications/e: mails received for possible action: none received.

12/26 Feedback on last month’s circulations and items for future agendas. 

Please submit any items for the next Agenda to the Clerk within the next 7 days. 
 Date of the next meeting:   April 14th 2026: APM 7pm followed by the PC meeting at 7.30pm. The meeting was closed at 8.15pm. 
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