                        UPTON PYNE AND COWLEY PARISH COUNCIL

                 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING and the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY THE 14th APRIL 2026 AT 7pm and 7.30 PM AT THE VILLAGE HALL. 
Website address: www.uptonpyne-pc.org.uk 

Present                                                                        In attendance
Cllr B Short                                                                 Mrs Ward   Clerk 
Cllr S Ward                                                                  Cllr F King EDDC 
Cllr M Cormack                                                           Cllr H Gent DCC
Cllr M leach
Cllr M Hewlett
Cllr A Cullen
Cllr T Wright
Cllr L Russell-Smith                                                               
      
	
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING:

Welcome from the Chairman, Cllr Bob Short and a report on what the PC has been doing over the last year.
· Parish Councillors: we now have a full complement of Councillors.
· The Community Land Trust was formed out of the Parish Councils of Upton Pyne and Brampford Speke and plans for housing in the latter is going forward with support from the former.
· Playground: this is progressing under the guidance and hard work of Councillor Ross Bramston.
· Annual Parish Meeting 2025 minutes:  approved at the July meeting 2025 as the APM was held on the same evening as the Parish Council meeting. The minutes will be available at this meeting for inspection if required.
· Finances: are in good order.

Open Forum.
· Speke-Up notes: the Clerk to write up.
· The Causeway: it was suggested that this area requires someone who is very able to do the work here and someone who is willing to commit their time to the task.
· Councillors’ Responsibilities: the Clerk reported that these are now complete.
· Resignation of the Clerk: she will stay until the end of June and until a replacement is found. The Chair thanked her for her work for the Parish Council over the last seventeen years. She will advertise the vacancy in the relevant places.
· Resignation of Cllr S Ward and of Cllr M Cormack: the latter to step down immediately and the former after the May AGM. The Clerk will inform EDDC of two casual vacancies.


Agenda.

13/26 To receive apologies for absence: Cllr R Bramston.

14/26 Minutes:   to approve or amend the minutes of the meeting held on the 10th   February 2026. Proposed and seconded to approve and signed by the Chair. 

15/26 Declarations of interests: To be taken as identified.
The Clerk handed a new Register of Interest form to Cllr Russell-Smith as she has now taken up a post with the PCC as secretary. EDDC advised a new form was required. Cllr Russell-Smith will send the form to the Clerk who will send to EDDC.

16/26 Police Report: no report available.
		
17/26 Report by East Devon District Councillor F King:  whose report for February was sent to all by the Clerk. He said his March report was devoted entirely to Broadband.

18/26 Devon County Councillor H Gent: who said he will investigate the footpath to Cowley Bridge. His report was sent to all by the Clerk. He said the Boniface Trail had received cabinet approval. He said it will ‘follow the road.’  He will send details to the Parish Council. 
19/26 Updates on Councillors’ Responsibilities. 
· Footpath: Cllr King handed round a map and a description of his work on the footpaths: the work undertaken and the work which remains outstanding. He has completed the P3 summary and will send this to them.
20/26 Finance: To sanction payment of accounts:
a. Clerk’s wages: for April 2026: £ 390.72 plus Home Allowance of £40 = £430.72. Extra Hours: UPPC meeting: 2.5 hours and 2 hours for travel to notice boards = 4.5 hours = £54.95= total of £485.67. Proposed and seconded to approve.
b. Training Courses: for councillors and Clerk.
c. Clerk’s Travel expenses: 4x trips, @ 45p per mile (8-mile round trip) = £14.40. Proposed and seconded to approve.
d. Audit: Exempt Certificate: to approve and sign prior to the Clerk sending to the External Auditor. Proposed and seconded to approve and signed by the Clerk and the Chair. 
e. Footpath Account and the Reserve Account: to discuss closing one and bringing together the one account in reserve for the Footpaths. Proposed and seconded to approve that the Footpath Account be closed and the balance transferred to the remaining Reserve Account. 
f. Quarterly Accounts: to check and approve. Sent to all. Proposed and seconded to approve.
g. DALC invoice for annual fee: £220.83. Invoice supplied. Proposed and seconded to approve.
h. Deleting of signatories on the bank account: Councillors to discuss and approve.
Nat West has asked that the Clerk send a copy of the minutes (once they are approved), to them for their records. All Councillors approved this. The Chair suggested that PC have four signatories for the bank to hold. This will be organised in due course.
i. March payments: Clerk’s salary £430.72 approved by Councillors via email.
j. Note two payments: 1. Cllr Cormack of £102.47 for reimbursement of Gingko tree and 2. £121.00 annual fee to Village Hall. To note approval for the minutes as no meeting in March. Proposed and seconded to approve.
k. Vision ICT invoice: £178.02. Invoice supplied. Proposed and seconded to approve.

21/26 Planning:  
· 26/0549/FUL - 2 Pyne Gardens Upton Pyne Exeter EX5 5JE: the Chair has looked at the plans. There are no objections from near neighbours. The Clerk will send in ‘No Comment’ to EDDC Planning.
· Any other planning issues: received after Agenda posted. None received.

22/26 Draft of Welcome letters: completed by Cllr Ward sent to all Councillors. To discuss. 
Cllr Ward explained the contents. Councillors to consider the draft and report back at the AGM in May.


23/26 Communications/e: mails received for possible action: 
The Clerk made available all communications received. 

24/26 Feedback on last month’s circulations and items for future agendas. 

Please submit any items for the next Agenda to the Clerk within the next 7 days. 
 Date of the next meeting:  AGM: Tuesday 12th May 2026.
The meeting was closed at 7.45pm. 
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