                             UPTON PYNE AND COWLEY PARISH COUNCIL

                 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY THE 10th NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7.30 PM AT THE VILLAGE HALL. 
Website address: www.uptonpyne-pc.org.uk 

Present                                                                        In attendance.
                                                                                    Mrs Ward   Clerk 
Cllr B Short                                                                 Fabian King: Footpath Warden
Cllr M Leach                                                               
Cllr M Cormack   
Cllr S Ward
Cllr M Hewlett 
Cllr A Cullen
Cllr R Bramston
Cllr T Wright
Cllr L Russell-Smith     
	
Open Forum.
· Speke-Up notes: the Clerk to write up. 

Agenda.

133/25 To receive apologies for absence: Cllr N Vanstone.

134/25 Minutes:   to approve or amend the minutes of the meeting held on the 13th October 2025. Proposed and seconded to approve and signed by the Chair. 

135/25 Declarations of interests: To be taken as identified. 

136/25 Police Report:  2 x crimes reported to September 2025 in Upton Pyne: 1 x theft and 1 x Violence and sexual offences and 1 x crime reported for Cowley of burglary.
		
137/25 Report by East Devon District Councillor F King: the Clerk forwarded the report to all Councillors. He gave an update on the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR). See also the report from Cllr Gent below. The Clerk mentioned the changes to meeting dates (see Item 142/25), and that we will meet every other Tuesday which will help Cllr King as he attends other PC meetings on a Monday evening.
 
138/25 Devon County Councillors: H Gent and N Vanstone:  the Clerk forwarded the report from H Gent to all Councillors. This report contains information on LGR:  the government has said that Devon’s current two-tier council system, which sees services split between the county council and eight district councils, must change.
They want simpler 'unitary authorities' to be responsible for all local services in one area, so that they are more efficient and responsive. “New Devon”
The leading option from DCC is to create a single unitary ‘New Devon’ to replace the current two-tier system of eight district councils and the county council, and work alongside Plymouth and Torbay’s existing unitary authorities.
139/25 Updates on Councillors’ Responsibilities. 
· Footpath:  Cllr King said he had made some checks for pollution on the River Exe and that it was clean and exceptionally low in phosphates. 
Jon Boyd and Richard Spurway, Public Rights of Way Officer and Warden delivered to Fabian’s house: three mid-size posts for signage, plus two new metal footpath direction notices, some adhesive footpath notices and direction disks of varied format. 
Fabian discussed mobilising some support for clearing two footpaths and erecting the signage. Our Chair, Bob Short, will assist him with any work required and so too will the DCC Councillor Nat Vanstone who wrote to the Clerk to offer his services.
P3 funds are still not forthcoming and both Fabian and Nat Vanstone are continuing to chase this up.
· [bookmark: _Hlk211849777][bookmark: _Hlk211864622]Playground:  the Parish Council will need to decide on a final figure. This will be decided at this meeting when the annual Budget for the financial year is agreed. See Item 140/25 below. Cllr Bramston has now obtained 3 quotes around the £15,000 figure. All the Councillors agreed this is an acceptable figure. It was suggested that he check out the offers given by the companies to provide a comparison. The Clerk will contact EDDC again regarding the drain in the area. She has heard nothing to date. The Chair mentioned insurance outside of the footprint of EDDC land. EDDC would have a ‘blanket’ policy. Cllr King will send the name of the person to contact at EDDC to Cllr Bramston.

· Update Councillors’ Responsibilities: update from the Clerk. The draft was checked and all Councillors have been allotted various responsibilities which the Clerk will post on the PC website and send details to EDDC and Speke-Up magazine.
· Emergency Plan: update from the Clerk. Work in progress. The Clerk will send the draft to all Councillors in due course.
· Sandbags and sand: update from the Clerk. Tony Jackson, at Bernaville Nurseries, wrote to inform the Clerk that he has sand in a dumpy bag and empty bags for people to fill. He cleans and maintains the bus stop outside Bernaville but not the one opposite the stables. This will be done by one of the PCs Councillors.
· Bus shelters: update from the Clerk: see above under sandbags.

140/25 Finance: To sanction payment of accounts:
a. Clerk’s wages: for November 2025: £390.72 plus Home Allowance of £40=£430.72. Extra Hours: UPPC meeting: 2.5 hours and 1 hour for travel to notice boards = 3.5 hours = £42.74   Total = £473.46. Proposed and seconded to approve. It was agreed by all that the Clerk’s salary remain the same due to extra work involved because of fewer meetings.
b. Training Courses: for councillors and Clerk.
c. Clerk’s Travel expenses: 2 x trips, @ 45p per mile (8-mile round trip) = £7.20. Proposed and seconded to approve.
d. Budget: to check and approve. Sent to all Councillors. NB: the Precept MUST be agreed at this meeting as next meeting is in February 2026. Proposed and seconded to approve. It was agreed by all to increase the Precept for the financial year 2026/27 by 2.5% the cost of living allowance: £10,803.47. 
NB:  after looking at the draft budget, it was agreed that the Council has adequate funds to meet the costs of new equipment for the playground. This was high on the list of priorities of parishioners when compiling the recent Parish Plan. 
e. Parish Council Bank Accounts: the Chair proposed that we switch £20/25K from the Current Account to a new Liquidity Manager 35 account. This would potentially earn £5/600 pa interest.
35 days’ notice is required for this account. The Business Reserve Account to be closed and the balance transferred to the new account. It was proposed and seconded to approve.

141/25 Planning:  
Appeal decisions 24/1267/FUL & 24/1268/LBC:  Appeal A is dismissed. Appeal B is dismissed.
25/2287/FUL - Land And Building At Bidwell Barton Farm Upton Pyne Exeter EX5 5HY: the Chair asked Councillors to look at this application and contact the Clerk with their comments. EDDC Planning require comments before 30th November 2025. 

· Any other planning issues: received after Agenda posted. None received.

142/25 Meeting dates and days from 2026: 
February, April, May, September and November.
2nd Tuesday of each month. To be booked by the Clerk after this meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk211664942]143/25 Ginkgo Tree: in Glebe Close: update from the Clerk:  was damaged by EDDC Street scene workers whilst stimming some time ago. The Clerk once more approached EDDC to ask for funds to purchase a new tree. This has now been agreed. Cllr Cormack has purchased a new Gingko tree which will be planted at some stage this month. The Clerk asked that she provide a receipt for this purchase.

144/25 ‘SLOW’ signage on road surfaces: update from the Clerk: SLOW signage: the Clerk wrote to DCC Highways recently and asked that they repaint these signs in the Village. They have sent an email to say they will inspect the areas by 14th November. 

145/25 Communications/e: mails received for possible action: 
The Clerk made available all communications received. 

146/25 Feedback on last month’s circulations and items for future agendas. 

Please submit any items for the next Agenda to the Clerk within the next 7 days. 
 Dates of the next meetings: 10th February 2026.
The meeting was closed at 8.30pm. 
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