                        UPTON PYNE AND COWLEY PARISH COUNCIL


                 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY THE 13th OCTOBER 2025 AT 7.30 PM AT THE VILLAGE HALL.    
Website address: www.uptonpyne-pc.org.uk 
[bookmark: _Hlk211332203]
Present                                                                        In attendance
Cllr R Bramston                                                          Mrs Ward   Clerk 
Cllr B Short                                                                 EDDC Cllr F King 
Cllr S Ward                                                               
Cllr M Cullen   
Cllr M Leach
Cllr T Wright
Cllr L Russell-Smith      
	Open Forum.
· Speke-Up notes: the Clerk to write up. 
· CIL report: the Chair and Clerk to sign. The Clerk to send to EDDC.
· . gov.uk emails: Cllr Leach is still having problems logging in.  The Clerk has approached Senior regarding this and heard nothing to date.  She will contact them again. 
Agenda.

118/25 To receive apologies for absence:  Cllr Cormack, Cllr N Vanstone and Cllr Hewlett.

119/25 Minutes:   to approve or amend the minutes of the meeting held on the 8th September 2025. Proposed and seconded to approve and signed by the Chair.  

120/25 Declarations of interests: To be taken as identified.

[bookmark: _Hlk211332918]121/25 Police Report: 1x crime reported for the month of August: of violence and sexual offences in Upton Pyne.

122/25 Report by East Devon District Councillor F King:  Cllr King arrived after the meeting closed.  He will send his report to the Clerk.

123/25 Devon County Councillor’s report:  no report.

124/25 Updates on Councillors’ Responsibilities. 
· Footpath: email from Cllr Vanstone regarding P3 funding. This was forwarded to Cllr King by the Clerk.  Cllr King arrived after the meeting closed.  He will send his report to the Clerk. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk211491096][bookmark: _Hlk211332944][bookmark: _Hlk211864622]Playground: update from Cllr Bramston: he said he continues to speak with various companies. They ask for the budget price. The Parish Council will need to decide on a final figure.  This will be decided at the meeting in November, when the annual Budget for the financial year is agreed.  Once Cllr Bramston has this figure the companies will be able to plan the type and quantity of equipment they can supply.
· [bookmark: _Hlk211491120][bookmark: _Hlk211333109][bookmark: _Hlk209443176]Update Councillors’ Responsibilities: to discuss. As we now have a full complement of Councillors, nine in total, we can decide on various responsibilities each Councillor will take on.  This was discussed and the Clerk will draw up a list and send to all in due course.
· [bookmark: _Hlk211491140]Emergency Plan: to discuss. It was agreed to update this plan and the information which should go onto it.  The Clerk will prepare a draft and send to all in due course.
· [bookmark: _Hlk211491165][bookmark: _Hlk211491183]Sandbags and sand: the Chair said he has sandbags; however, we ordered a supply of sand some time ago to be housed at Bernaville Nurseries.  The clerk will contact Mr Jackson to ask if the supply is adequate and report back to the Council. She will also ask him if he is still maintaining the bus shelters in the area. This may need to be a Councillor responsibility if this is not the case.
125/25 Finance: To sanction payment of accounts:
[bookmark: _Hlk211490699][bookmark: _Hlk211490649][bookmark: _Hlk211490737][bookmark: _Hlk211490762]a. Clerk’s wages: for October 2025: £390.72 plus Home Allowance of £40=£430.72. Extra Hours: UPPC meeting: 2.5 hours and 1 hour for travel to notice boards = 3.5 hours = £42.74 = £473.46 total. Proposed and seconded to approve.
b. Training Courses: for councillors and Clerk.
c. Clerk’s Travel expenses: 2 x trips, @ 45p per mile (8 mile round trip) = £7.20. Proposed and seconded to approve.
d. Quarterly Accounts: to check and approve. Sent to all Councillors. Proposed and seconded to approve.

126/25 Planning:  none received.
· Any other planning issues: received after Agenda posted: none received.

[bookmark: _Hlk211333217]127/25 Co-option: the Parish Council to co-opted Mrs. Lulu Russell-Smith as Councillor for Upton Pyne onto the Parish Council. The Clerk gave her The Acceptance of Office form to complete and sign which was also signed by the Clerk. The Register of Interest form will be completed in due course.

[bookmark: _Hlk211491265][bookmark: _Hlk211333292]128/25 Ginkgo Tree: update from the Clerk regarding whether EDDC should pay as they damaged the original tree whilst strimming. The Clerk has not heard to date.  She will write again to EDDC.

[bookmark: _Hlk211491295][bookmark: _Hlk211333456]129/25 ‘SLOW’ signage on road surfaces: see email from Cllr Vanstone who wrote to Highways on our behalf.   Highways say they are unable, due to budget restrictions, to address this problem.  The Clerk was asked to write to them again as the Parish Council consider this to be a safety concern.

[bookmark: _Hlk211333499]130/25 Parish Lengthsman: update from Cllr Leach who said that the hedges have been cut and trimmed. 
 
131/25Communications/emails received for possible action:  none received.

132/25 Feedback on last month’s circulations and items for future agendas.  

Please submit any items for the next Agenda to the Clerk within the next 7 days. 
[bookmark: _Hlk211333602] Date of the next meeting: 10th November 2025. 
The meeting was closed at 8.00pm.
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