                        UPTON PYNE AND COWLEY PARISH COUNCIL

                 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY THE 8th SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 7.30 PM AT THE VILLAGE HALL. 
Website address: www.uptonpyne-pc.org.uk 

Present                                                                        In attendance
                                                                                    Mrs Ward   Clerk 
Cllr S Ward                                                                 Tony Wright: co-option
Cllr M Hewlett                                                            1 x member of the public  
Cllr M Cormack                                                          Cllr N Vanstone DCC
Cllr M Leach
Cllr A Cullen
Cllr R Bramston
      
	
Elect temporary Chair: Councillor Hewlett elected to Chair this meeting.

Open Forum.
· Speke-Up notes: the Clerk to write up. 
· Finance: the Clerk said that the payment to John Howells will be listed here to be minuted. This payment was agreed via email by Councillors.
· Highways: ref: notification of road closure noted and was sent to all by the Clerk.
· [bookmark: _Hlk208825442]Ginko Tree: Cllr Cormack will purchase this for planting in November. There was a discussion as to whether EDDC should pay as they damaged the original tree whilst strimming. Cllr Vanstone said to apply to DCC Locality funding if required. The Clerk will contact EDDC in due course.
· Planning application: the member of the public wanted to address a planning application which has not been received by the PC to date. He gave an overview of the details.

Agenda.

101/25 To receive apologies for absence: Cllr Bob Short and EDDC Cllr F King and DCC Cllr H Gent.

102/25 Minutes:   to approve or amend the minutes of the meeting held on the 14th July 2025. Proposed and seconded to approve and signed by the Chair. 

103/25 Declarations of interests: To be taken as identified.
Register of Interests: the Clerk reminded Councillors to advise her of any changes.

104/25 Police Report: no crimes reported to June 2025.
		
105/25 Report by East Devon District Councillor F King:  
· Unitary Authorities: Cllr King sent his report to the Clerk who forwarded to all Councillors. This was read to all by the Chair and it appears there is no definitive answer to the role parish councils will play to date. Cllr Vanstone agrees that parish councils play a key role especially as they are part of the community in which they serve and have a good deal of knowledge of the local area and the people who live here.

106/25 Devon County Councillors H Gent and N Vanstone:  
· We welcomed Nathanial (Nat) Vanstone to our meeting this evening. He is the new Reform Councillor for Devon County Council. He is on the committees for Farm Estates and ED Highways.
· 20s Plenty: Cllr Vanstone said he would be looking into the matter of funding for this from DCC funds as he says parish councils should not have to fund this scheme. He will send details of whom to apply from the Locality Budget to the Clerk.
· [bookmark: _Hlk208825562][bookmark: _Hlk208297598]‘SLOW’ signage on road surfaces: Cllr Leach said these signs were fading and needed re-painting. Cllr Vanstone said he would report this to DCC Highways.
107/25 Updates on Councillors’ Responsibilities. 
Footpaths: P3 Funding:   Cllr Vanstone asked the Clerk if this had been paid. She said that Cllr Fabian King had recently reported that he was still waiting to hear about funding for the Footpaths. Cllr Vanstone said he will investigate this and report back to the Clerk.
108/25 Finance: To sanction payment of accounts:
a. Clerk’s wages: for August and September 2025: £390.72 plus Home Allowance of £40=£430.72 x 2= £861.44. Extra Hours: UPPC meeting: 2.5 hours and 2 hours for travel to notice boards = 4.5 hours = £54.95 = total of £916.39. Proposed and seconded to approve.
 b. Training Courses: for councillors and Clerk.
c. Clerk’s Travel expenses: 2 x trips, @ 45p per mile (8 mile round trip) = £7.20. Proposed and seconded to approve.
d. Stationery: reimburse the Clerk: £4.79. Receipt supplied. Proposed and seconded to approve.
[bookmark: _Hlk207181702]e. Senior Internet Limited: (Domain emails) Annual Fee: £266.40. Invoice supplied. Proposed and seconded to approve.
f. John Howells: work on the Causeway: £220. Agreed to pay via email.

109/25 Planning:  None received. 
· Any other planning issues: received after Agenda posted. None received.

[bookmark: _Hlk208826772]110/25 Co-option: the Parish Council to co-opt Mr Tony Wright as Councillor for Upton Pyne onto the Parish Council. The Clerk gave him The Acceptance of Office form to complete and sign which was duly done and the Clerk also signed. The Register of Interest form was given to Cllr Wright who will completed in due course and send via email to the Clerk who will send on to EDDC. The Clerk will send him the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct via email in due course.
(EDDC are aware of this vacancy and therefore the completing of CVP forms was not applicable as this had already been done by the Clerk at an earlier date when the vacancy occurred. EDDC asked that the PC go ahead and co-opt).

111/25 Potholes entrance to Upton Pyne Hill off the A377: Highways carried out this task within days of the last Parish Council meeting. The Clerk had reported this matter to Highways on more than one occasion.

 
112/25 Senior Internet Limited:  .gov emails: to discuss remaining with the current provider. The Chair sent an email to the Clerk in favour of staying with Senior. It was agreed to remain with Senior Internet.
The Clerk to ask Cllr Leach if he has been successful with the log-in. Cllr Leach is still unable to log in. The Clerk has already advised Senior of this. 

[bookmark: _Hlk208826533]113/25   Playground: update from Cllr Bramston. 
Cllr Bramston is continuing his work on improving the playground and is in negotiations with various companies who supply playground equipment. All agreed that the fence must remain. It may be possible to widen the fenced area. Cllr Bramston will obtain several quotes. Cllr Vanstone mentioned the ‘Community Growing Fund.’  Cllr Bramston will investigate this.

114/25 Mail Drop via the Royal Mail: this will not go ahead as we have eight Councillors and one more vacancy only to fill onto the Parish Council. The Chair sent an email to agree to this. All agreed. 

[bookmark: _Hlk208826593]115/25 Parish Lengthsman: Cllr Leach is waiting to hear from his contact.

116/25   Communications/e: mails received for possible action: 
The Clerk made available all communications received.

117/25 Feedback on last month’s circulations and items for future agendas. 

Please submit any items for the next Agenda to the Clerk within the next 7 days. 
 Dates of the next meeting: 13th October 2025
The meeting was closed at 8.15pm. 


                                                                                    
                                                                      
                                                                                             
1

